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Red Cross Honors Local Emergency Managers at Annual Preparedness Event

(Orlando) August 10, 2009 – Every day, the chapters of the American Red Cross Mid-Florida Region work together to prepare for future disasters.  Alongside volunteers and staff are the Emergency Managers that help ensure the safety of our communities.  
In recognition of their service, the Red Cross will honor its emergency preparedness partners who serve the 13 counties within the Mid-Florida Region.  The presentation will take place Wednesday, August 12, at 11:30 am at the Sheraton Maitland located at 600 North Lake Destiny Drive, Orlando, FL 32751, as the community gathers for the Third Annual Red Cross Ready Luncheon.  The honorees include:

Robert Lay, Brevard County                           Capt. Joseph Eckstein, Citrus County                    

Nathan McCollum, Flagler County                 Cecilia Patella, Hernando County      

Bill Nichols, Highlands County                      Jerry Smith, Lake County

Chip Wildy, Marion County                             Preston Cook, Orange County

Manny Soto, Orlando                                       David Casto, Osceola County                    

Pete McNally, Polk County                                Alan Harris, Seminole County
Judd Wright, Sumter County                            Charlie Craig, Volusia County
The guest speaker for the event will be Shelley Lauten, president of myregion.org and other honored guests will include Orange County Sheriff Jerry Demings and Orlando Chief of Police Val Demings.  
During the fundraising event, the Red Cross will provide businesses and individuals the opportunity to rate their preparedness, give vital information on how to survive a disaster and distribute discounts on first aid and CPR classes to invited attendees. There will also be the opportunity to talk to volunteers who respond during times of disaster and hear heart-felt stories from clients served by the American Red Cross.
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About the American Red Cross
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and counsels victims of disasters; provides nearly half of the nation's blood supply; teaches lifesaving skills; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its humanitarian mission. For more information, please visit www.midfloridaredcross.org.   
